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About Our Hawai`i Speakers & Panelists
CLIFF K. CISCO

Cliff K. Cisco is a senior vice president at HMSA, responsible for government and community relations, customer service, communications, HMSA's benefit programs for Medicare and QUEST recipients, and the HMSA Foundation.  Mr. Cisco has worked for HMSA for 28 years.  Mr. Cisco serves on the board of directors for many organizations including Catholic Charities, Ke Ola O Hawai'i, Coalition for a Drug Free Hawai'i, and the Straub Foundation.  He earned his Bachelor's degree from the University of New Mexico and took post-graduate courses in business and public health planning at the University of Hawai'i. 
HOWARD DICUS

Howard Dicus is a 33-year broadcast news veteran who worked in Washington, D.C., for AP, UPI, and Mutual, before moving to Hawaii at the end of 2000 to cure his wife's homesickness.  He is currently the Web and Broadcast Editor of Pacific Business News, seen on Channel 2 Morning News and heard on Hawaii Public Radio.  And since everyone in Hawai`i has to work two jobs, he has kept his last mainland job as technology reporter for WTOP Newsradio in Washington, D.C., but files digital audio from the spare bedroom of his Waikiki high-rise condo.
SUSAN AU DOYLE

Susan Au Doyle is corporate vice president and chief operating officer at Aloha United Way.  In this capacity she is responsible for AUW’s campaign, community improvement, and marketing and communications efforts.  Before joining AUW, she was president and CEO of the YWCA of O`ahu and deputy director of the state Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs.  Susan has also been an active community volunteer, serving on many nonprofit boards and committees focused on children, economic and workforce development, television access and other efforts to improve the well being of Hawai`i residents.  Ms. Doyle was recently appointed as Chair for The Leadership Group for the Hawai`i Uninsured Project.
LORETTA J. FUDDY

Loretta J. Fuddy presently serves as Chief of the Family Health Services Division of the state Department of Health (DOH), and as Principal Investigator of grants administered by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Health Resources and Services Administration and The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.  At the DOH, she is responsible for the planning and implementation of the federal Title V Maternal and Child Health Block Grant, Primary Care Needs Assessment, and services for the uninsured and vulnerable populations.  Ms. Fuddy is also responsible for legislation, quality assurance, policy development, and evaluation of programs which provide prevention and early intervention services, for women, children and families.  Ms. Fuddy received her Bachelor’s degree in social work, her Master’s degree in public health, and a Master’s degree in social work from the University of Hawai`i.
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GUY K. FUJIMURA

Guy K. Fujimura, former National President of the Asian Pacific American Labor Alliance (APALA), has been a member of ILWU Local 142 since 1978. He became a union organizer in 1978, Department Head Organizer in 1980, an Administrative Assistant to the Local Officers in 1983, and is now serving as the Secretary-Treasurer. An active union member, Mr. Fujimura is on the boards of the Hawai`i State AFL-CIO, the Industrial Relations and Research Association, and the Hawai`i State Central Labor Council. He has been an APALA Executive Board member since APALA's inception.

CHIYOME L. FUKINO, MD
Chiyome Leinaala Fukino, MD currently serves as the director of the state Department of Health and as chief health and environmental official for the state.  Dr. Fukino, who has had a private practice in internal medicine since 1985 and serves part-time on the medical staff of Leahi Hospital, has broad experience in working with Hawaii's healthcare facilities.  Previously, she was the medical director of the Queen's Physician Group, a contract consultant with Kahi Mohalu, and a physician with the Fronk Clinic.  Much of Dr. Fukino's professional work and research has focused on the health of Native Hawaiians.  Her research projects have included AIDS Education Curriculum for Native Hawaiians and No Ka Pono O Ke Ola O Na Poku, a Native Hawaiian health curriculum for children and parents.  She currently chairs the Hawai`i Medical Association's Native Hawaiian Health Committee.  Dr. Fukino is a graduate of the University of Hawai`i John A. Burns School of Medicine, Brandeis University, and Kamehameha Schools.
LAUREL JOHNSTON

Laurel Johnston is the team leader and overall manager of The Hawai`i Uninsured Project. Most recently, Ms. Johnston served as an account supervisor at Communications Pacific in its community building practice. Ms. Johnston’s former posts have included: assistant superintendent with the Department of Education in charge of the new Office of Planning, Budget, and Resource Development; staff director for the Hawai`i State Senate Judiciary Committee; senior legislative researcher for the Senate Majority office; and legislative analyst and audit manager in the Office of the Auditor.

WANDA L. KAKUGAWA

Wanda L. Kakugawa, president and owner of Market Trends Pacific, Inc., oversees all quantitative and qualitative projects including problem identification / situation analysis and methods.  Before starting Market Trends Pacific, Inc., Ms. Kakugawa was a research analyst with The OmniTrak Group and a project director with Ward Research.  Ms. Kakugawa has also conducted numerous group sessions and executive-level interviewing for a broad range of clients.  She served as President of Pacific Asia Travel Association (PATA) and President of Travel Tourism Research Association (TTRA).  She currently sits on the Board of Directors of the Chamber of Commerce and is Chairperson of the Workers Comp Committee and co-chair of the Uncovered Worker working group of the Hawai`i Uninsured Project.  Ms. Kakugawa received her BBA in marketing from the University of Hawai`i.

WILLIAM M. KANEKO, ESQ.
William M. Kaneko is chief executive officer of the Hawaii Institute for Public Affairs – Hawaii’s first and only non-partisan and nonprofit policy institute – established in 2000. Mr. Kaneko recognized a great need to elevate Hawaii’s public decision-making process through sound public policy analysis, fact-based research, and community collaboration.  He is also an associate attorney with Alston Hunt Floyd & Ing.  Mr. Kaneko’s awards include the U.S. Department of Justice’s Attorney General Award for Public Service and the ACLU Alan Saunders Award for Achievements in Civil Liberties.
CHRISTOPHER G. PABLO
Chris Pablo has been Director of Public, Government and Community Affairs for the Kaiser Foundation Health Plan’s Hawaii Region since January 1992.  He supervises the Region's government relations activities with the state legislative and executive branches.  He is also responsible for communications, news media relations and community relations.  On the national level, Mr. Pablo chairs the Kaiser Permanente Public Affairs Leadership Team.  Before joining Kaiser, Mr. Pablo was Director of Government Relations at HMSA-Hawaii's Blue Cross and Blue Shield Plan and Special Assistant to U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye (D-HI).  Prior to this, he was in private law practice with Hawaii's former Governor John Waihee.  Mr. Pablo is a graduate of the University of Santa Clara and its law school, where he received both his Bachelor’s and law degrees.
VIRGINIA PRESSLER, MD, MBA, FACS
Dr. Ginny Pressler is vice president of Hawaii Pacific Health (umbrella organization for Kapiolani Medical Center for Women & Children, Straub Clinic & Hospital, Pali Momi, Kauai Medical Clinic and Wilcox Hospital).  Dr. Pressler oversees service line development in women’s health, pediatric health, oncology, cardiac, and bone & joint service lines.  Prior to Hawaii Pacific Health, Dr. Pressler was deputy director of the State Department of Health where she initiated the Tobacco Trust Fund, Healthy Hawaii Initiative, Hawaii Outcomes Institute, and Hawaii Uninsured Project.  Prior to DOH, Dr. Pressler was vice president, assistant to the President for The Queen’s Health Systems and then president & CEO of the Queens/HMSA Premier Plan.  Dr. Pressler was associate professor of surgery at John A Burns School of Medicine, director of surgical education at The Queen’s Medical Center, and in private practice in general surgery prior to branching into administrative responsibilities.  Dr. Pressler completed her undergraduate education in social psychology at Cornell University and her MBA, MS physiology and MD from the University of Hawai`i.

PAUL A. TOM

Paul A. Tom is president of Benefit Plan Consultants (Hawai`i), Inc. which was incorporated in Hawaii in 1965 and operates exclusively in Hawai`i as a consulting and actuarial firm in the field of employee benefit plans.  The firm specializes in health and pension benefits for jointly managed trust funds, corporate, association, and public employee benefit plans.  Mr. Tom serves as senior health benefits consultant on various jointly managed trust funds, employee organizations, corporate and association plans.  Active in the employee benefits field of 22 years, Mr. Tom has an additional 16 years of property and casualty insurance background in claims investigation, underwriting, marketing, reinsurance and administration.  Mr. Tom has been a member of the State of Hawai`i Prepaid Health Advisory Council since 1985 and currently serves as the Chairperson of the Council.
