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ALICE BURTON
Alice Burton is director of the State Health Group at AcademyHealth, where she leads The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s State Coverage Initiatives (SCI) program, and advises on other special projects.  Previously, Ms. Burton was the director of planning administration at the Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene.  In that role, she was responsible for policy analyses and advising the Department on health care financing legislative issues, including Medicaid, the Maryland Children’s Health Insurance Program, and the uninsured.  She also served as the project director for Maryland’s Health Resources and Services Administration Planning Grant on the uninsured.  Ms. Burton is a graduate of the University of Maryland, College Park, and holds a Master’s degree in health policy from the Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg School of Public Health.
DEBORAH J. CHOLLET
Deborah J. Chollet is a senior fellow with the Research Division of Mathematica Policy Research, Inc., one of the nation's leading independent research firms.  She is responsible for leading research projects related to health insurance coverage, markets, and financing.  Dr. Chollet, who received her Ph.D. in economics from the Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs at Syracuse University, was previously a vice president at Alpha Center in Washington, D.C.  She has managed and conducted research on health insurance coverage and markets, the conversion of nonprofit hospitals to for-profit status, and Medicare supplemental insurance regulation, as well as provided technical assistance to state governments on related issues.  Dr. Chollet is a well-known and widely published researcher in her field.

VICKIE S. GATES
Ms. Gates currently serves as executive director of the Oregon Healthcare Quality Corporation, a private nonprofit chartered to improve Oregon Health Care through community-wide collaboration, and as a senior consultant to AcademyHealth.  She also serves as a member of the Oregon Health Policy Commission, appointed by the Governor, the Task Force on the Oregon Health Plan’s Future, and other advisory groups in the public health and health care arena.  Prior experience includes over three years in Washington, D.C., serving as a vice president of Academy Health, director of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s State Coverage Initiatives Program, and project manager for AcademyHealth’s technical assistance contract for the HRSA State Planning Grant Programs.   Ms. Gates also has extensive experience in Oregon state government health and human services programs including serving as the first Oregon Health Plan Administrator responsible for oversight and coordination of the state’s health reform effort.  She also has experience in employee benefit programs and was a founder of the Oregon’s employer-based Health Care Coalition.

TED HALSTEAD
As founding President and CEO of the New America Foundation, Ted Halstead is responsible for guiding the organization’s overall mission, strategy, and programs.  Mr. Halstead is a frequent public speaker and media commentator, having appeared as a guest on Nightline, ABC’s World News Tonight, CNN, CNBC, C-SPAN, and PBS.  He has published broadly, including numerous articles in The New York Times, The Washington Post, The Atlantic Monthly, and Los Angeles Times.  He is co-author with Michael Lind of a widely acclaimed book, The Radical Center: The Future of American Politics, and editor of The Real State of the Union.  Previously, Mr. Halstead was executive director of Redefining Progress, another public policy institute that he founded – at the age of 25 – to promote new approaches to economic and environmental policy.  Mr. Halstead graduated Phi Beta Kappa from Dartmouth College, and received his Master’s degree from Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government, where he was a Montgomery Fellow.  He was selected as a Global Leader for Tomorrow by the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland.
ALAN WEIL
Alan Weil is executive director of the National Academy for State Health Policy (NASHP) and president of the Center for Health Policy Development, NASHP’s governing body.  Prior to NASHP, Mr. Weil spent seven years at the Urban Institute, directing Assessing the New Federalism, one of the largest privately funded social policy research projects ever undertaken in the United States.  He was also executive director of the Colorado Department of Health Care Policy and Financing — the cabinet position responsible for Colorado’s Medicaid and Medically Indigent programs, health data collection and analysis functions, health policy development, and health care reform.  Mr. Weil received his Bachelor's degree in economics and political science from the University of California at Berkeley, a Master’s degree in public policy from the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard, and a JD from Harvard Law School.
