THE HAwAI ‘1 UNINSURED PROJECT

When I was part of Oregon's health reform more than a decade ago,
we like many other states, studied Hawaii’s accomplishments and envied
the remarkable progress towards ensuring coverage for all. We believe that
the nation could learn from Hawaii again, particularly in creating new
solutions for those who work in temporary and part-time jobs. We recognize
the progress made in gathering resources and creating coalitions, and are
energized by Hawaii’s passion.

Once the state with the lowest uninsured rate, Hawaii is still a national
leader. However, the number of uninsured has climbed over the last
decade. Hawaii’s response to the challenge is admirable because leadership
didn't rest on its laurels and wasn’t content to congratulate itself for its
place in the ranks of states (currently 12th in the nation)with the lowest
uninsured rates.
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